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Music Network News
Want to keep up with music and music education

news from around WA, Australia and the world? The
Music Network News is a valuable source of notices,

information, upcoming concerts, events and more!
The new MNN compiler is Simone Collins from
WAMTA (admin@wamta.org.au).

Connect Groups

There are a number of active (and less active)
Connect groups for those music teachers in

the Education Department. Log in to ikon,

go to ‘Connect’, go to ‘Communities’, ‘Find a
new Community’ and search for ‘Music'. Join a
community and start the conversation! Can't find
one that appeals to you — start your own!

2024 Calendar

For a detailed calendar, please follow this link:
https://www.asme.edu.au/wa/calendar-2024/ as
well as checking your emails and on social media.
Please also check your Spam folder for any ASME
correspondence, including membership renewal.

Free ASME membership for students

The availability of free student memberships
was a resounding success across all states.
ASME National are pleased to support this
initiative with the availability of free 12-month
student memberships. This will continue on a
trial basis until 31st December 2024.

Help Desk @ ASME

Do you have a music teaching problem and not
sure who to turn to? Do you need a friendly ear to
chat to? Need some help with ideas, resources,
students or curriculum? Hang on — help is on

its way! Experienced teacher and ASME WA
Committee member, Anna-Maria Agnello is more
than happy to offer support and a listening ear to
you, our members. Drop her an email at:
wa@asme.edu.au

Advertising rates in Opus
1/4 page $30; 1/2 page $60; Full page $120

The opinions expressed in OPUS are those of the
writers and not necessarily those of ASME Council
or the publication’s editor. No part of OPUS may be
reproduced without permission from the editor.
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Greetings to all ASME members

Congratulations on getting there: assessments,
reports, parent interviews, performances, exams ... and
teaching. Term Two can be brutally stressful with
reporting deadlines and assessment imperatives, all the
while continuing to teach in productive and creative
ways for the benefit of our students. Term Two can
often leave us with little time for relaxation, restoration
and important things like spending time with family
and friends and those we hold dear. Throw into the mix
an 11-week term and we can be entering the holiday
period with severely depleted inner resources.

How do you find that work-life balance that we are very
good at talking about but not so great in living out?
Teachers are leaving the profession due to an overload
of work and expectations placed upon them by schools
and parent communities. Music teachers often bear a
bigger burden of expectation to be the public face of
the school, the community engagement aspect, the
‘thing’ that sets the school apart from others.

What tips can you share with others that help you work
smarter and not harder? Are there ways that you can
achieve the same outcomes with a level of effort that
doesn’t deplete you? And what are your ‘go-to’
activities when you need some time and space to
de-stress or regroup or just replenish energy levels to
face another week?

Too often we hear of teachers who declare they are
'hanging on by my fingernails’ for the holidays. That
doesn't seem to serve our vocation well. We owe it to

From the Chair

ourselves to be able to see through a term with the
same energy and commitment to our students at
beginning and end of the term.

We would love to hear your thoughts and ideas
around this topic so that we can share the wisdom of
the experienced with those who are entering teaching.
Every school has a different context and different
levels of support for programs that run in them but
perhaps we can find some common ground — some
generic ways of plying our craft that we can share with
each other. Watch this space for a way to respond to
the question.

Coming Up:
Some PL opportunities we are hoping to offer in the
remainder of this year include:

® A choral day in July — specifically catering for
upper primary and lower secondary choirs;

¢ Composition workshop for year 11 students —an
opportunity to work with a composer-in-residence;

¢ New graduate module;

e A musical day in the Great Southern.

Please watch this space for more information about

each of these events.

Mandy Herriman
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From the
Editor

And we are nearly at the end of a big 11-week term, with reports ready to go, and preparations for
Term Three performances well in hand (I'm surel).

We've had a brilliant term with KMEIA and ASME WA teaming up to bring the one and only Andrew
Pennay back to WA for two professional learning events. With such a success, we'll no doubt be
looking at how we can work with our MEPAC (Music Education Professional Associations Council)
partners to facilitate more professional learning for all of our members. See within these pages

for a wrap up of the two events, plus an excellent feature school story from Wesley College, and
information about Feierabend's First Steps in Music. Also, dont forget to check out the Orff-Schulwerk
National Conference information (and check out their website)!

If you have any stories you'd like to share with our members, please get in touch with me at Rhianna.
Reynolds@education.wa.edu.au. We'd love any stories, small or large! Our deadline is usually the end

of Week 7 each term, so any time before that would be welcomed.

Rhianna Reynolds

PINNACLE
—— 2025 =—=

REACHING MUSICALHEIGHTS IN ORFF-SCHULWERK

The Australian Council of Orff-Schulwerk’s 22nd National Conference is in Perth for 2025. It has been 12
years since the Orff-Schulwerk’s National Conference has been in WA, so we are very excited to support the
WAQOSA and ANCOS teams. ASME WA has chosen to reduce our annual Summer School event in January
2025 to a single day to encourage all our members to attend the 4-day WAOSA event (6th-9thJanuary 2025).
There will be three social events — a Welcome Reception (Monday, 6th January), a Folk Dancing evening
(Tuesday, 7th January) and the sumptuous Conference Dinner on Wednesday, 8th January. Sponsors, traders
and advertisers are now being sought for this unique event. Please go to the conference website for more
information and to sign up.

The National Conference theme is Pinnacle: Reaching Musical Heights in Orff-Schulwerk-which will explore
teaching pedagogies and research within music education, the Orff-Schulwerk that is considered new,
emerging or best practice, and seek to explore what is happening at the peak of music education.
Featured presenters include Wolfgang Hartman and Estévdo Marques.

For more information, head to the Conference website:https://www.pinnacle2025.com/
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ASME

ASME Workshop Day with
ANDREW PENNAY

On Friday 17 May, Perth music students were treated to a day of workshops and musicianship
classes with visiting practitioner, Andrew Pennay. Andrew, the Director of Creative Arts at Brisbane
Girls Grammar School, visited Perth as part of the Kodaly WA Autumn Workshop, with ASME WA
sponsoring the school visits for the returning ASME Summer School plenary speaker.

Andrew’s whirlwind tour of Perth’s southern suburbs included musicianship workshops at John
Curtin College of the Arts, and composition sessions at Rossmoyne SHS and Presbyterian Ladies
College. Over a hundred students and their teachers were highly engaged in these sessions, as
Andrew worked through both compositional tenants, practices and a diverse range of musicianship
activities including song, dance and movement.

After a highly successful day of workshops, ASME WA greatly looks forward to offering further
opportunities to Perth schools and music educators, to both observe high quality pedagogical
sessions and to engage in two-way workshops that embrace reflective practice. The ASME
Committee welcomes ideas to create desirable professional learning in this space; please contact
wa@asme.edu.au with any questions or suggestions!
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VEARS OF MARRNG & DOENG

Kaya. Kaya nidja Whadjuk Noongar boodjar. Wesley College
is a co-educational, independent school in South Perth.

The College has approximately 1,300 students from a broad
range of metropolitan, rural and international backgrounds,
including boarding students. The College is split into three
sub-schools: Junior School, Years Pre-Kindergarten to Year 4;
Middle School, Years 5 to Year 8; and Senior School, Years 9
to Year 12.

Music plays an important role in the life of Wesley
College. The Wesley College Music Department is

an inclusive, relationship-focused musical community
committed to providing an experience that is
personally challenging, relevant, and rewarding.
Respecting, honouring and developing the creativity
and diversity of our music students within a positive
and collaborative culture is the focus of our Music
Program within The Arts. Our program gives the
students the opportunity to explore and engage in
music from Kindergarten through to Year 12, both in
the classroom and participation in our extensive Co-
curricular program. Whether or not a student chooses
to continue with a career in music, the ultimate goal
is a life-long understanding and appreciation of music
which allows them to actively seek out and enjoy the
Arts throughout their lives.

Music ignites all areas of child development and

skills for school readiness, particularly in the areas of
language and reading skills. In our Junior School, all
students participate in classroom music using a Kodaly
approach. Singing is an integral part throughout our
College and it is here that our students find their voice,
as one of their first introductions to music. Our Junior
School Music Program engages our students using

a wide range of instruments within the classroom,
enabling them to discover pitch and rhythm as well as
developing their ensemble skills through class-based
activities. With a focus on literacy within the classroom,
students increase their understanding of notation
through exploring a variety of styles and genres in
music, whilst also acquiring the initial skills used in
composition including methods of improvisation.

Our Co-curricular program in the Junior School
helps to foster our students’ love of music. From
Kindergarten to Year 4, students are given the
opportunity to undertake instrumental and vocal
lessons. The Junior School String Program provides
the fundamental skills necessary to join our youngest
orchestra, The Manning Maestros. All students can
join our Junior School Choir and Junior Percussion
Ensemble. These ensembles feature in school
assemblies, ANZAC and Remembrance Day services,
Grandparents’ Day and our annual Christmas Concerts.
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Middakoorl (Noongar for ‘went to the performance’)
showcases our students performance skills as they
present individual works in their year groups. This
provides a safe and supportive environment where the
community champions the solo artist as they continue
on their journey as young musicians.

In Middle School, classroom music is offered through
a variety of experiences. This begins with a Year 5
band program spanning the full year, leading into Year
6 where all students undertake classroom music and
choir. In Year 7 students are given the opportunity

to choose their major Arts pathway. Music Major

is a full year advanced course, providing a deeper
understanding of performance, ensemble and
compositional based activities. All Year 7 students
participate in Congregational Singing, building on

our culture of camaraderie and respect through
singing a wide range of hymns and songs. In Year

8, students commence the Katitjin program, where
instead of daily classes, students learn to tap into their
understanding of self, operate effectively in teams,
and integrate as motivated and effective members of
their communities.

Through the Arts Co-Lab, students work in teams to
explore Music alongside, Media, Drama and Visual

Arts. This program further cultivates their passion for
The Arts without limitations. Creativity and process is
the foundation in discovering how music can be used
in many forms. Our Senior School programs in Years

9 and 10 provide the necessary tools for students

to access and engage in ATAR Music. Exploring the
many styles, genres and eras through a combination of
practical and classroom-based lessons, underpinned
by our extensive co-curricular program; our students
are prepared for ATAR Music and beyond.

Wesley College’s comprehensive Co-curricular
program is the heartbeat of our department, where
any student can find their place; be it in the Classical,
Jazz, Contemporary, Electronic and DJ world. The
College has a proud history of traditional ensembles,
ranging from Concert Bands, Choirs, Jazz Ensembles
and String Orchestras as well as Rock Band and
Electronic Music/DJ programs. These ensembles

are directed by an excellent team of professional
musicians, teaching staff and administrators. With
over four hundred students participating in individual
lessons and ensembles each week, the Music
Department is filled with wonderful music every day.
Our Arts team are dedicated to presenting the annual
Musical each year, where our students witness the
Arts creative process through collaboration. Whilst
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we provide many performance opportunities within
the school calendar, it is the real-life experiences

that we aim to give our students, allowing them

to discover what music can bring, post schooling

life. Performances at The Perth Concert Hall, His
Majesty’s Theatre, The Ellington, The Rosemount
Hotel and other venues enables the students to
perform on international stages where the greats
before them have performed. Our school motto, ‘By
Daring and By Doing’ is one that Music holds dear.
Regular performances in festivals, both domestic

and international give our students the opportunity

to strive for excellence. Success at the Australian
International Music Festival with our Wesley College
Chorale and Chamber Strings, and more recently
being awarded first place at the Generations in Jazz
Festival has allowed our students to dare to dream.
Wesley College also strives to provide opportunities to
the wider community, through our Wyvern Big Band
and Wyvern Community Choir. It takes a village to
raise a child and what better way to help our students,
by allowing our family and friends to participate in an
ensemble alongside them at College events. Instilling
our core values of respect, integrity, courage and
compassion is a vital component of our students’
journey; giving back to the community at local primary
schools, charity events and the South Perth Senior
Citizens Centre.

Music features in everyday life at Wesley College.
Fostering an appreciation of music and The Arts
through shared experiences, gives our students the
opportunity to create, grow and develop. Music is for
everyone - Booraka Warniny, By Daring and By Doing.

Cameron van Reyk
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KODALY WA

On Saturday, 18th May, 104 primary,
secondary and instrumental music
teachers gathered at St Mary’s Anglican
Girls’ School for the Kodaly WA Autumn
Workshop. It was exciting to see
teachers from a wide variety of schools
and contexts present, including many
regional members and pre-service
teachers. The level of expertise in the
room was amazing!

Dr Jason Goopy was the keynote speaker and
opened the event with a session exploring

the perspectives of students flourishing in and
through Kodaly-inspired programs. We heard
from students who said that their music classes
were places where they were encouraged

to be creative, challenged intellectually,
constantly engaged and where they built strong
relationships with their peers. We were reminded
of the crucial role we have as music teachers!

Kate Tyson (QLD) delivered five workshops for
primary teachers where they examined ways to
approach long-term and lesson planning, learnt
new songs and folk dances, and explored ways
that contemporary music can be used in the
classroom. See our Facebook and Instagram
pages for footage of these teachers having a
great time!

Andrew Pennay (QLD) ran workshops for
secondary teachers in songwriting and
composition, and even presented a session on
the music of Taylor Swift! Secondary teachers
looking for ways to encourage creativity in their
students and alternative approaches in the
teaching of composition and song writing went
away inspired and full of new ideas.

Secondary teachers were also privileged to
experience workshops from some of WA's leading
secondary music educators in our Lightning
Sessions. Justin Florisson from Carey Baptist
College, Katherine Pearce from Rossmoyne
Senior High School, Leonie Nicholls from John
Curtin College of the Arts, Mike Gowland from
Fremantle College, Ursula Greig and Mirelle



Autumn Workshop

Embracing Kodaly-aligned Practice

Hopwood from Churchlands Senior High School all
presented sessions showing us what Kodaly-aligned
practice looks like in their classrooms. The diversity

of high-impact teaching strategies on display was
exciting, and secondary teachers left the sessions with
a wide array of new activities to implement in their
programs.

Jason Boron chaired an insightful panel discussion
with Dr Jason Goopy, Andrew Pennay, Kate Tyson
and Rebecca de Haan. Our theme was “Embracing
Kodaly-aligned practice”. The discussion was inspiring
and challenging; we enjoyed thinking about what
Kodaly-aligned practice looks like in our own contexts
and considering how we can enable our students to
flourish.

To close the day, Dr Jason Goopy led a session where
we summed up the Kodaly-inspired and Kodaly-
aligned practice we had experienced at the Autumn
Workshop using one word. We created a word cloud,
which you can see below.

L

We love hearing from music teachers from
around WA. Stay in touch!
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In the words of Dr Goopy, “In addition to the words
collected, it is also interesting to note what words are
not mentioned.”

We concluded the day by singing: “Our door is always
open, to our friends who pass this way. We are always
glad to welcome a friend, when they pass along the
way."” Kodaly WA was pleased to be able to offer this
whole day PL free for our members-it was also a real
joy to see members of ASME WA taking advantage
of the reciprocal agreement ASME and Kodaly WA
had made and attending free as well. Don’'t miss the
upcoming online workshop on July 27 with Chris
Andrews (UK) and Spring into Kodaly on October13
with Lucinda Geoghegan.
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First Steps i1n Music

Dr John Feierabend created the First Steps in Music program for children to
ensure they fulfil his ‘30 Year Plan’. His questions are - in thirty years, can they
dance at a wedding? Can they sing ‘Happy Birthday’ in tune? And can they sing
lullabies to their own children? | spent six weeks working with Australia’s only
FAME Certified Trainer (and genuine all-round fabulous human) Bron Lawson on
Saturday mornings online, with people from all across the world.

It was a very early start every Saturday, but we got to warm up with Beatful,
Tuneful and Artful activities, before diving into the rationale and explanation
of the First Steps in Music 8 step workout. Dr Feierabend’s work is evidence-
based, with many years of research behind it. Students go through a vigorous
workout each lesson, including tuneful activities like pitch exploration,
fragment-and simple songs, arioso and Song Tales, and beatful activities like
movement exploration, movement for form and expression and beat motions.
Songs used are those from the American folk collection and classical pieces,
although he encourages us all to collect local songs and use these in our
classes.

Dr Feierabend even popped in for a Q&A session during our learning! | have
been using the First Steps in Music workout with my younger students for a few
years now, after researching online and working with the First Steps in Music
textbook. | found the course with Bron filled in all the gaps in understanding
that | had and made it easier to explain the ‘whys’ to parents, students and staff.
My students surprise me every day with their ‘tuneful, beatful, artful’ behaviours
and I'm so grateful | was able to undertake this professional learning.

Rhianna Reynolds
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2024 ASME WA COUNCIL
Back Row (L to R): Anna-Maria Agnello, Kimberley Lloyd, Michelle Bellenger, Sandy Marwick, Mary-Carmel O’Neill

Middle Row (L to R): Robyn Veitch, Janine Taylor, Rebecca de Haan, Rhys Sutherland, Rhianna Reynolds

Front Row (L to R): James Kros, Mandy Herriman

ASME WA 2024 COUNCIL

Mandy Herriman (Chairperson)
mandyherriman18@gmail.com

James Kros (Vice Chair, Chair of the Secondary Sub-Council)
james.kros@johnxxiii.edu.au

Michelle Bellenger (Secretary - on maternity leave)
Michelle.Bellenger@education.wa.edu.au

Robyn Veitch (Treasurer)
robynvtch@gmail.com

Rhianna Reynolds (Opus, Digital & Acting Secretary)
rhianna.reynolds@education.wa.edu.au

Sandy Marwick (Chair of the Embedding Indigenous Cultures
Sub-Council)
Sandy.Marwick@education.wa.edu.au

Rebecca de Haan
becdehaan@gmail.com

Kimberly Lloyd
kimberly@littlehouseofmusic.com.au

Mary-Carmel O'Neill
mary-carmel.oneill@education.wa.edu.au

Rhys Sutherland
Rhys.Sutherland@education.wa.edu.au

Janine Taylor
Janine.Taylor2@education.wa.edu.au

CONTACTS
ASME WA:

OPUS:

ABODA WA:

PERTH CHORAL INSTITUTE:
AUSTA WA:

ANCA WA:
DALCROZE:

KMEIA WA:
ECU:

ONE BIG VOICE:

WAOSA:

WA OPERA:

WA Schools’ Choral
Festival Association:
AMEB:

WASO:

WAYO:
WAMTA:
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wa@asme.edu.au

Rhianna Reynolds
rhianna.reynolds@education.wa.edu.au

MarcusPerrozzi (Secretary)
marcus.perrozzi@education.wa.edu.au

perth.choral.institute@jsracs.wa.edu.au

Helen Tuckey (President)
helenvla@bigpond.net.au

President: Dr. Andrew Foote
wa_president@anca.org.au

Katherine Smith
katherinesiggins@gmail.com

Hilary Price wa@kodaly.org.au

Dr Jason Goopy j.goopy@ecu.edu.au
Jason Boron j.boron@ecu.edu.au

Donna Marwick-O'Brien
onebigvoice.wa@gmail.com

Andy Stewart contact@waosa.org.au

Olivia Ferguson
education@waopera.asn.au

Mary-Anne Goyder
mary-anne@goyder.net.au

amebwa@uwa.edu.au

Christina Claire
sedbookings@waso.com.au

info@wayo.net.au
Christine Louie (Secretary)

admin@wamta.org.au
9470 5595
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