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Chairperson’s Report by Ben Fuller 
 
   
 
 
Ben Fuller, Chair, ASME (SA Chapter) Inc. 
 
 
 
Vice-Chair Samara Churchett and I attended the ASME National Council meeting held in-person on 
September 26 in Brisbane, just prior to the start of the ASME XXVth National Conference. During the 
meeting, representatives from each state presented their chapter report. These National Council 
reports can be accessed by ASME members via the Resource Hub on the website. The collection of 
Chapter reports gives some fascinating insights about music education across Australia. Following is a 
summary of the report I presented at National Council. 

 
1. Leadership and Representation  
ASME SA has continued to support Music and Arts education through our involvement and partnership 
with other educational organisations to run a variety of professional development. We also liaise with 
other associations to share information relating to professional development opportunities and 
further enhance networking. Some Council members are involved in work with curriculum authorities, 
relating to the SACE Subject Renewal process and development of the DfE South Australian 
Curriculum, and have attended information sessions for both the SACE and South Australian 
Curriculum. This experience will help us to shape future professional development activities. 
 
2. 2025 Professional Learning 

 
• Annual SACE Space Conference: February 22 

The 2025 ASME SA SACE-Space Conference, convened at Seymour College, brought together music 
educators from across South Australia, and for the first time, Northern Territory, for a day of shared 
learning and collegial support. With teachers gathering in person and online, the event unpacked the 
evolving expectations of the SACE Music subjects: Solo and Ensemble Performance, Music Studies, 
and Music Explorations. 
 

• Music - Can Do! PD Package: 6 days in Term 2 2025:  
Thanks to support from the DfE’s Music Education Strategy [MES], the ASME, KodalySA and Orff 
Schulwerk Associations have each continued to provide Foundation PD packages, supporting 
preschool, early years and primary school educators to become confident in teaching music within 
their site contexts. KodalySA and Orff have also offered Levels courses with support from MES. For 
the sixth year in a row, the ASME PD package Music - Can Do! ran over 6 days, and was again a great 
success. Thank you to this year’s presenters - Alice Combe, Chris Narroway and Sally Oxenberry for 
continuing to lead this program.  
 

• AI in Music Education: August 2 
Featuring guest presenter Katie Argyle, this conference explored how Artificial Intelligence can 
support teachers in planning, classroom practice, and student creativity. Katie’s message was clear: 
with AI doing the heavy lifting, music educators can focus on what matters most - nurturing 
creativity, connection, and performance. 

On August 16, ASME SA partnered with KodalySA for a workshop titled Cultures, Curiosities and 
Creativities with Keynote Speaker Andrew Pennay (QLD).  We are hoping to investigate future 
options for joint conference events across organisations. 
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3. Research and Resources 
Our chapter newsletter is usually published at the beginning of each term, and is freely available via 
the website. It outlines upcoming professional development events, as well as reports of past 
activities, and other relevant items that may be of interest. 
 
We continue to run the ASME SA Young Composers Awards annually. This project allows Young 
Composers across all ages from Primary School through to University to compose and arrange works 
in a variety of styles, within both solo and ensemble contexts. Entrants receive written feedback 
from judges for each piece submitted. Our 2024 showcase event was held on Sunday December 1, 
2024, at Sacred Heart College. See the link to our 2024 Showcase Concert here. 
 
4. Sustainability and Growth 
Our chapter membership remains steady at around 155 members, as of July 2025. Some new 
initiatives have been trialled and had success in signing on new members through offering reduced 
conference costs tied in with a membership. 
 
Our social media page continues to regularly post updates about professional development 
occurring within SA and across the country as well as links to resources for educators of all ages. 
Thanks to Samara Churchett for managing our online presence.  
 
A number of our members were recognised for their years of service and contribution to ASME, 
including Alistair Ward who was the recipient of the 2024 Service to ASME award which was 
presented at the Educators SA World Teachers Day celebration. On May 22 2025, the Educators SA 
2025 Volunteers’ Service Ceremony was held at Ayers House. The following members were 
recognised for their service to ASME: Beth Lyon (1 year outstanding service), Ben Fuller & Gemma 
Heath (10+ years of service), and Jenny Rosevear (40+ years of service). 
 
Any other comments 
A special thank you to our Vice Chair Samara Churchett who has been a driving force behind many of 
our conferences and our online presence, to Jenny Rosevear who through her expertise and wisdom 
has been an inspiration to our committee members, to Antony Hubmayer for being our trusted 
Treasurer, and Felicity Davies for taking over the Young Composers Awards project this year. Finally 
thanks to all of our Council members for their thoughts, input and dedication, bringing a wealth of 
experience and new ideas to our association across the year. 

 

Ben Fuller, Chair, ASME (SA Chapter) Inc. 
 

 

 
 
Editor’s note:  
The ASME (SA) Council is grateful to Ben Fuller for his leadership of the SA Chapter, since the 
beginning of this year. Ben has recently indicated that work commitments will prevent him from 
continuing in the role of Chairperson, however he is keen to continue on the Council. A new 
Chairperson is to be elected at the Annual General Meeting being held on Monday October 20, 2025.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C9lsYUcRXok
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ASME SA Young Composers Awards Showcase and Concert 
 
By Felicity Davies, Young Composers Awards Coordinator 
 

Entries for the 2025 ASME SA Young Composers Awards have now closed, and our 
adjudicators are currently immersed in listening to every submission. This year, we are 
thrilled to share that we received over 100 entries – an outstanding achievement and a 
testament to the creativity, dedication, and support of South Australia’s young composers 
and their teachers. 
 
Join Us for the Showcase and Concert - You are warmly invited to attend the 2025 Young 
Composers Award Showcase and Concert, a celebration of South Australia’s emerging 
musical talent. The concert will feature selected works from a wide range of categories, and 
the announcement of this year’s award winners. 
 
Date: Sunday 23 November 2025 
Time: 4.00pm - 6.30pm 
Venue: Seymour College, Centre for Performing Arts 
Entry: Gate G6, Gilles Road (off Portrush Road) 
The concert is a wonderful opportunity to hear the work of young composers, songwriters 
and arrangers, and to celebrate the next generation of local creators. The quality of 
submissions this year is exceptionally high, and we invite teachers, students, and the wider 
community to come along and show their support for these talented composers. 

🎟️ Tickets: 
 Tickets are available here or at the QR code below.  

• General Admission: $10 (supports ASME SA in running this annual competition) 
 

• Free Admission: Performers, award winners, and children under 15 

Come and join us for an inspiring afternoon celebrating the next generation of South Australian composers! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1483590?embed
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ASME National Conference 2025 - MUSIC AHEAD 
 

 
By Jenny Rosevear, Newsletter Editor 
 

I was most fortunate to have the opportunity to be part of the Organising Committee for the ASME 
XXVth National Conference held recently in Brisbane. The Committee included Dr Simon Petty 
(Convenor), Renae Battle (Qld Council member), Dr Rachael Dwyer (National President), Dr Malcolm 
Cole (new Qld Chair), Shane Tooley (Outgoing Qld Chair), and Dr Jessica O’Brien (Qld Council 
member). The Professional Conference Organiser was Nectar CC, with Deb Reid as conference 
manager with support from Kathryn Taylor. My role on the committee was largely to do with 
finances (wearing my ASME National Treasurer hat!). Since early 2024, the Organising Committee 
met online approximately monthly, then fortnightly since July, and weekly from August. It was 
exciting to see the program come together – from the large number of submissions to present 
papers and workshops, to the excellent keynote speakers and the strong sponsorship and exhibition 
support that was received. It was wonderful to see more than 200 delegates at the conference, with 
a sizeable number from SA. The conference opened on the Friday evening with a dinner at Rydges 
Rooftop restaurant which had spectacular views of the Brisbane river and city skyline, including the 
drone light show (below right, Blue Whale). 

   
 

Each keynote speaker was thought-provoking and inspiring, each in quite different ways.   
William Barton, Australia’s leading didgeridoo player as well as composer, instrumentalist and vocalist, 
shared aspects of his life growing up in Mt Isa, and how lucky he was that his parents were musically active. 
He managed to get us to participate in making music that used basic elements from nature, to which he 
added remarkable beauty with his didgeridoo, and his mother sang in it too – that experience actually 
made me quite emotional.   
Christa Powell is the Creative Director of Topology, an internationally renowned, award-winning arts 
organisation based in Brisbane. Christa, in her unassuming but compelling way, spoke from the heart about 
how Topology has evolved, their belief that everyone has the power to be creative and how they are 
making cultural links between regional communities and high-quality arts events, creative activities and 
experienced artists and performers, especially throughout Queensland.  
Andrew Ford shared a recording with us of the Cavatina from a late Beethoven String Quartet, and 
revealed that the recording was of the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra, in 1940, shortly after the Nazis 
invaded Poland, and the implications of that for the Jewish musicians in the orchestra. 
Paul Grabowsky, pianist, composer, arranger, conductor, one Australia’s most distinguished artists, shared 
his insights into improvising and composing, and demonstrated this using a Bach example (from The Art of 
Fugue perhaps) which was magical to listen to.  
Pamela Burnard, originally from Australia and currently Professor of Arts, Creativities and Educations at the 
Faculty of Education, University of Cambridge, UK, challenged us to think about opening up possibilities, 
connecting research, practice, policy and theory, make patterns visible and building bridges – which she did 
using lengths of wool as a tangible way of illustrating this. 
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There were more than 80 papers and workshops on offer over the three days of the conference, with just 
some of the presenters being:  
Katie Argyle, Kate Hargreaves, Margaret Barrett, Joanna Drimatis, Scott Harrison, Bernie Heard, Katie Hull-
Brown, Chris Koelma, Jessie Lloyd, Brad Merrick, Andrew Pennay, Matt Ridgway, Jane Southcott, Tim 
Topham, and Emily Wilson. 
 
South Australian presenters included:  
 
Emily Dollman, Elder Conservatorium 
Topic – Community Engagement and the Music Conservatorium: Exploring Curriculum and Outreach 
Developments 
 
Glen Mears, Adelaide Hills Vocational College (Mt Barker HS) 
Topic - Empowering Music Educators: Adapting Strategies to Diverse Learners and Contexts 
 
Chris Narroway & Gaby Freer, Music Education Coaches, MES 
Topic - South Australian Music Education Strategy 
 
Samantha Raftery, Instrumental Teacher 
Topic - Conduction: Introducing Students to Improvisation and Ensemble Playing 

 

 
Above: South Australian delegates  
Back row, L to R: Veronica Marrie, Kelly Wood (nee Findlay), Gaby Freer, Anthea Mur, Jonathon Rice, Chris 
Gould, Kellie Blacker, Suri Down 
Front, L to R: Karen Wandel, Chris Narroway, Ben Fuller, Samara Churchett, Emily Dollman, Samantha Raftery, 
Jenny Rosevear 

 

      

 
 
 

 

 

Above: David Ambrose & 
Kara-Lee Rabbetts (both 
were students of Jenny in 
Music Education at Uni of 
Adelaide)  

 

Above, L to R: David Ambrose, Jenny Rosevear, Glen Mears.  
(A small world - Jenny taught Glen at Uni in the 90’s, Glen 
taught David at Victor Harbor HS, and Jenny taught David at 
Uni in the 00’s. David now teaches in Darwin.) 
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The inaugural ASME National Music Educator Awards were presented during the conference to: 

• Katie Hull-Brown (Experienced Music Educator) 

• Dr Malcolm Cole (Veteran Music Educator) 

• Tim Topham (Music Educator - Commendation)  
Further information about these awards is on the website – see link here :  

The Teaching Award for Excellence in Indigenous Music Education was presented to Jessie Lloyd.  
 

 
 

 
 
The Callaway Doctoral Award was presented to Dr Brad Fuller who will discuss his thesis at a 
national ASME webinar on November 20, 2025) - see article overleaf. 
 

Honorary Life Membership was awarded to: 
Professor Emeritus Kathryn Marsh and Professor Margaret Barrett 
 
   

  
Above: Kathryn Marsh 

 

 

 
Above: L - Dr Rachael Dwyer  
(ASME National President), R – Professor 
Margaret Barrett 

 

  

Jessie is an Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Songwoman and cultural 
historian and the founder of the award-winning work Mission Songs Project. 
As a cultural ambassador, Jessie continues the songlines of Aboriginal 
Australia, a body of traditional songs that carry the 65,000-year history of the 
world’s oldest living culture. Her latest project, Jessie’s Classroom is an 
Indigenous-owned and Indigenous-created resource, designed to support 
Australian teachers in sharing Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture 
with respect, confidence, and joy. 

Professor Marsh’s work with and support of ASME over many decades includes Research 
Officer, 2000-2006, Executive Member, 1998-2002, Member, Conference Organising 
Committee, 1998-1999 and ongoing attendance of the national conferences supporting 
her graduate students. Reflecting her interdisciplinary background in ethnomusicology 
and music education, Professor Kathryn Marsh’s research interests include children’s 
musical play and creativity, primary and elementary music education, cultural diversity in 
music education, the influence of the media on children’s learning and creation of music 
and the role of music in the lives of refugee and immigrant children. She has written 
numerous scholarly and professional publications, is regularly invited to present the 
results of her research internationally and has been a visiting research fellow at the 
University of Oxford, University of London and University of Washington. 

Professor Barrett is Distinguished Professor and Head of the Sir 
Zelman Cowen School of Music and Performance at Monash 
University. Among her many achievements Professor Barrett was 
awarded a Fulbright Senior Research Fellowship in 2018 to investigate 
children’s singing and song-making in the archives of the Smithsonian 
Institute, and the Library of Congress (Washington DC) and was 
elected Beaufort Visiting Research Fellow at St John’s College 
University of Cambridge in 2019. She has held a research residency 
funded by the Foundation de Maison des Sciences de l’Homme at 
IRCAM (Institute for Research and Coordination in Acoustics 
/Musique) investigating creative pedagogy and transmission practices 
(2019) and the Albi Rosenthal Fellowship in Music at the Bodleian 
Library. She was awarded the Fellowship of the Australian Society for 
Music Education in 2011 and Honorary Life Membership of the 
International Society for Music Education in 2022.  

https://asme.edu.au/core-activities/awards/asme-national-music-educator-awards/
https://jessiesclassroom.com/
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ASME National Webinar Series 
 
The next webinar in the ASME National Webinar Series is to be held on Thursday November 
20, 6.30pm – 7.30pm (ACDT) or 6-7pm (NT time). The presenter is Dr Brad Fuller, who was 
the recipient of the 2025 Callaway Doctoral Award, for his thesis entitled Riding the Wonky 
Donkey of Evidence-Based Practice: Resisting the Neoliberalisation of Education Through 
Active Work in the Music Classroom, which he completed at the Sydney Conservatorium of 
Music, University of Sydney, in 2023.  

 
Above: Dr Brad Fuller 

You can register for this webinar, cost is $10 – see link to register in News (also Events) on 
the ASME website.  
 

ASME (SA) Chapter Council 
 

Annual General Meeting to be held Monday October 20, 2025. 
As at October 17, 2025 Council comprises: 
Chairperson:   Ben Fuller    
Vice Chairperson:  Samara Churchett     
Secretary:   Jenny Rosevear       
Treasurer:   Antony Hubmayer      
Council members:  Felicity Davies   Beth Lyon  

Emily Dollman   Chris Narroway  
Gemma Heath   Amanda Rugari 
Keith Huxtable    Kay Smith 
Sarah Horne    Alistair Ward   

Contact ASME (SA) - asmesa.music@gmail.com 
 

ASME Youtube Channel  
  
Link is here – please subscribe.  
 

 

Social Media   

 

The ASME (SA) Facebook page continues to support music educators, while another initiative of 
ASME (SA) – the Music Teachers of South Australia Facebook group - provides a wide forum for 
music educators.  Regularly people are posting job opportunities, a range of PD available or a variety 
of performances available to schools.  
Click the images below to visit the pages! 
 
 

mailto:asmesa.music@gmail.com
http://www.youtube.com/@Asme_Music_Ed
https://www.facebook.com/groups/672394926121815
https://www.facebook.com/AustralianSocietyforMusicEducationSA

	Chairperson’s Report by Ben Fuller
	ASME SA Young Composers Awards Showcase and Concert
	ASME National Conference 2025 - MUSIC AHEAD
	ASME National Webinar Series
	ASME (SA) Chapter Council
	ASME Youtube Channel

